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LETTERS
We welcome letters to the 
editor up to 300 words. We 
strongly encourage letters 
to be typed/emailed and 
may be edited for clarity 
and length. Letters must 
include name, address and 
phone number.
Deadline is 10 a.m. Monday.

EMAIL TO: 
observer@mtlakenews.com

OR drop off through the 
mail slot
OR send through the mail.

507-831-3455
260 10th Street  PO Box 309  Windom, MN 56101

 observer@mtlakenews.com  mtlakenews.com
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION
August 18, 2026

Cottonwood County
Board of  Commissioners

Regular Meeting
The Board of  Commission-

ers met in regular session on 
Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 
9:00 a.m. at the Cottonwood 
County Courthouse in Win-
dom, MN.  Present for all 
or portions of  the meeting 
were: Commissioners Larry 
Anderson, Donna Gravley, 
Kevin Stevens, Wayne Maras; 
County Attorney Nick An-
derson, County Coordinator 
Kelly Thongvivong, Auditor/
Treasurer Carolyn Rempel, 
Kathy Marsh, Linda Fransen, 
Pam Gahler, Kyle Pillatzki, 
Alex Schultz, and Joel Alvs-
tad. Commissioner Tom Appel 
absent.  

Routine Items — approved 
by unanimous roll call or reg-
ular vote: to approve the min-
utes of  the August 4, 2026, reg-
ular meeting and the minutes 
of  the August 11, 2026, special 
meeting; to approve August 
warrants in the amount of  
$281,430.50 and broken down 
as follows: County Revenue 
Fund - $25,325.28, Long Term 
Capital Outlay - $300.00, Ditch 
Fund - $15,134.57, Road and 
Bridge Fund - $229,217.40, 
Waste Abatement/SCORE - 
$5,823.46, Landfill Enterprise 
Fund - $5,315.49, adjournment.

Personnel Items — ap-
proved by unanimous roll call 
or regular vote: to approve 
out-of-state travel for Daniel 
Green to attend the Trimble 
Dimensions 2026 User Confer-
ence in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
November 9 – 11, 2026, and 
authorize eligible registration 
and travel expenses.

A d d i t i o n a l  A c t i o n 
Items — approved by unani-
mous roll call or regular vote: 
to approve the Conditional 
Use Permit applied for by 
Steven Salentiny to build a 
dwelling in shoreland with 
conditions; to approve the In-
terim Use Permit applied for 
by Kyle Ludewig for extrac-
tion of  nonmetallic minerals 
(gravel pit) with conditions; to 
approve the Conditional Use 
Permit applied for by Darren 
Haugen for a Telecommunica-
tions Tower with conditions.

S/Carolyn Rempel,
Auditor/Treasurer
S/Thomas D. Appel,
Board Chair
S/Kelly Thongvivong,
County Coordinator

____________________________

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION
August 25, 2026

Cottonwood County Board 
of  Commissioners

Special Meeting
The Cottonwood County 

Board of  Commissioners met 
in special session on Tuesday, 

August 25, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 
at the Cottonwood County 
Courthouse in Windom, MN.  
Present for all or portions of  
the meeting were: Commis-
sioners Tom Appel, Larry 
Anderson, Donna Gravley, 
Kevin Stevens, Wayne Maras, 
County Coordinator Kelly 
Thongvivong, Auditor/Trea-
surer Carolyn Rempel, Kathy 
Marsh, Kay Gross, Stephen 
Schnieder, and Nancy Gert-
ner. 

Kay Gross, SWCD District 
Administrator, met with the 
board to review the SWCD 
budget for 2027.

Stephen Schnieder, Interim 
County Engineer, met with 
the board to review the Pub-
lic Works and Parks budgets 
for 2027.

Other budgets reviewed 
were: IT, Law Library, Court 
Administration, General Ad-
ministration, Appropriations, 
and Ditches.

Chairman Appel and Com-
missioner Anderson gave 
updates on various topics.

There being no further 
business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:37 a.m.

S/Carolyn Rempel,
Auditor/Treasurer
S/Thomas D. Appel,
Board Chair
S/Kelly Thongvivong,
County Coordinator

Speeding: William Curtis 
Chapman, Windom, $130; 
Matthew David Larson, 
Brooklyn Park, $130; Jack-
son Diehn Manley, Waconia, 
$120; Christian Allison 
Miller, Minneapolis, $130; 
Christopher John Oostra, 
Sioux Falls, $140; Fatemeh 
Malakdar Silverberg, Sioux 
Falls, $140; Noi Sysim, But-
terfield, $130; Earl Sergio 
Taylor, Brooklyn Park, 
$120; Breighton W. Vander-
poel, Luverne, $120; Bilisee 
Heykal Nejash, Sioux Falls, 
$130; David Francis Fisher, 
Bloomington, $130; Nicole 
Teresa Fredericks, Sioux 
Falls, $120

No Minnesota Driver’s 
License: Darren M. Brown, 
Omaha, Neb., $180

Hands-Free Law - Hold 
Wireless Communications 
Device With One Or Both 
Hands: Jack Lyle Cihak, 
Windom, $130

Driving After Revoca-
tion: Cassandra Aleshea 
Dalton, Rosemount, $280

No Proof  of  Motor Ve-

hicle Insurance: Stephanie 
A. Duff, Omaha, Neb., $280

Driving After Suspen-
sion: Sean Moses Goodman, 
Slayton, $280

Child Passenger Re-
straint System - Age 4 Or 
Older/Booster Seat/Safety 
Belt: Abdi D. Liban, Fridley, 
$130; Gabriel Augusto Garcia 
Hernandez, Windom, $130

Failure To Provide 
Proof  Of  Insurance: Cathy 
Singharaj, Jackson, $555, 
local confinement 364 days, 
stay 364 days for one year, 
unsupervised probation one 
year, make best efforts to 
obtain valid driver’s license 
and insurance, remain law-
abiding

Driving Without A Valid 
License For Vehicle Class 
Or Type: Marisol Maria 
Arzate, Worthington, $180

Driving After Suspen-
sion: Rogelio Juarez Garcia, 
Windom, $280

Driving After Revoca-
tion: Esner Nakamura, Mad-
elia, $280

Theft - Take/Use/Trans-

fer Movable Property - No 
Consent: Chasity Rose 
Ferro Peneaux, Pierre, S.D., 
$155, restitution $84.52, local 
confinement 90 days, credit 
for time served 90 days, pay 
restitution before fines, fees 
and surcharges

Failure To Stop At Stop 
Signs Or Stop Lines At En-
trance To Through High-
way: Linda Marie Poltiske, 
Jeffers, $130

Speeding/No Insurance 
Owner: Carsin Godfrey 
Abraham, Newport, $340

Driving After Revoca-
tion/Display Tabs Of  
Another Vehicle: William 
Scott Dougherty, St. James, 
$585

Speeding/No Minnesota 
Driver’s License: Juan An-
tonio Genis Beltran, Bloom-
ington, $320

Uninsured Vehicle - 
Driver Violation/Driver 
Must Carry Proof  Of  
Insurance When Operat-
ing Vehicle: Krysta Lynn 
Wisner, Windom, $480

(AI-3)

Police  Report
Mt. Lake

Aug. 31
• 2:17 p.m. A traffic stop at 

the intersection of  High-
way 60 and County Road 
1 resulted in a 46-year-old 
Anoka female being cited 
for driving after cancella-
tion.

• 3:15 p.m. A traffic stop at 
the intersection of  High-
way 60 and 610th Avenue 
resulted in a 21-year-old St. 
James male being cited for 
driving after suspension.

• 4:44 p.m. An officer fol-
lowed up on a previous case.

Sept. 1
• 10:09 a.m. An officer 

assisted the Mt. Lake Ambu-
lance Service with a medi-
cal call in the 600 block of  
Seventh Avenue.

• 12:31 p.m. A traffic stop 
at the intersection of  High-
way 60 and County Road 1 
resulted in a verbal warn-
ing.

• 1:18 p.m. A traffic stop at 
the intersection of  Highway 
60 and County Road 1 re-
sulted in a verbal warning.

• 2:57 p.m. A traffic stop 
at the intersection of  Third 
Avenue and 12th Street re-
sulted in a verbal warning.

• 3:31 p.m. A traffic stop at 
the intersection of  Highway 
60 and County Road 27 West 
resulted in a verbal warn-
ing.

Sept. 2
• 11:13 a.m. An officer took 

information on a property 
dispute. The officer advised 
the parties it was a civil is-
sue and to continue to work 
with the property owners 
and family.

Sept. 3
• 2:25 a.m. An officer took 

information about concern 
for welfare from a family 
friend. The report was for-
warded to DVHHS.

• 1:45 p.m. A traffic stop 
at the intersection of  Ninth 
Street and Fifth Avenue re-
sulted in a verbal warning.

• 2:33 p.m. A traffic stop at 
the intersection of  Highway 
60 and County Road 1 re-
sulted in a verbal warning.

• 2:45 p.m. A traffic stop at 
the intersection of  Highway 
60 and County Road 27 East 
resulted in a verbal warn-
ing.

• 5:13 p.m. An officer was 
dispatched to the 200 block 

of  North 12th Street on a re-
port of  a dog at large. Upon 
arrival, the animal’s owners 
had already captured the 
dog and returned it home.

Sept. 4
• 12:25 a.m. An officer 

responded to the 900 block 
of  Mountain Lake Road on 
a loud music complaint. 
Upon arrival, the music had 
already been turned down. 
The owner was advised of  
the complaint.

• 3:15 p.m. An officer as-
sisted an individual with a 
civil property dispute.

• 4:56 p.m. An officer 
was dispatched to the 400 
block of  Golf  Course Road 
on reports of  an active 
fight. Upon investigation, a 
42-year-old Mt. Lake male 
was arrested on charges 
of  first-degree burglary an 
fifth-degree assault.

• 7:56 p.m. An officer 
assisted a resident with a 
neighbor dispute regarding 
past issues of  a dog coming 
into their yard. The resi-
dent was going to address 
issues directly with the 
neighbor.

Sept. 5
• 10:45 a.m. An officer 

assisted the Mt. Lake Ambu-
lance Service with a medi-
cal call for a possible drug 
overdose in the 200 block 
of  North 10th Street. The 
individual denied drug use 
and refused transport to the 
hospital.

• 4:34 p.m. An officer 
provided information to 
other agencies regarding a 
possible group of  vehicles 
driving recklessly on High-
way 60.

• 5:35 p.m. An officer 
assisted a family member 
with concerns about their 
son. The officer advised it 
was a civil issue and non-
criminal.

• 5:53 p.m. An officer on 
patrol came upon an unat-
tended young child on a 
bike near the intersection 
of  Third Avenue and Golf  
Course Road. The parents 
were eventually located and 
the child was reunited with 
them.

Sept. 6
• 1:13 p.m. An officer 

checked on a suspicious 
vehicle in a business park-

ing lot. It turned out to be 
a traveler on a road trip 
taking a rest.

• 8:34 a.m. An officer as-
sisted a stranded motorist 
on Highway 60 near Bing-
ham Lake.

• 2:31 p.m. A traffic stop at 
the intersection of  High-
way 60 and County Road 27 
resulted in a 17-year-old St. 
James female being cited 
for speeding.

• 3:05 p.m. An officer 
checked on a vehicle pos-
sibly bearing the wrong 
license plates. Upon investi-
gation, everything checked 
out OK.

• 3:58 p.m. A traffic stop at 
the intersection of  Highway 
60 and County Road 1 re-
sulted in a verbal warning.

• 9:53 p.m. An officer 
checked on a suspicious ve-
hicle near the intersection 
of  Golf  Course Road and 
Lake Shore Drive. Every-
thing checked out OK.

Sept. 7
• 4:53 a.m. An officer re-

sponded to a burglar alarm 
at The Den Bar and Grill. 
The building was secure 
and there were no obvious 
signs of  damage.

• 9:09 a.m. An officer 
responded to the 200 block 
of  North County Road 1 
on a complaint about loud 
music. The officer did not 
witness loud music and fol-
lowed up with the complain-
ant.

• 12:32 p.m. A traffic stop 
at the intersection of  High-
way 60 and County Road 27 
East resulted in a verbal 
warning.

• 12:36 p.m. An officer 
responded to the 200 block 
of  12th Street North on a 
property dispute. The par-
ties were advised it was a 
civil issue.

• 3:12 p.m. A traffic stop at 
the intersection of  Highway 
60 and County Road 27 West 
resulted in a verbal warn-
ing.

• 3:20 p.m. A traffic stop 
at the intersection of  10th 
Street and Ninth Avenue re-
sulted in a verbal warning.

• 3:28 p.m. A traffic stop 
near the Mountain Lake 
boat landing resulted in a 
verbal warning.

Speeding: Cael Curtis 
Kass, Le Mars, Iowa, $120; 
Courtney Kay Klause, 
Garden City, $120; Marco A. 
Blanco Sarmiento, Cicero, 
Ill., $220; Morgan Nicole 
Schauff, Fergus Falls, $120

Window Restrictions 
- Windshield Tinted Or 
Glazed: Benjamin George 
Terlion, Mankato, $130

Liquor - Consumption 
By Persons Under 21: 
Esbin Vicente Augustin 
Jimenez, St. James, $180

Dog Running At Large 
Prohibited: Mason Mark 
Collier, St. James, $100

Collision With Unat-
tended Vehicle - Notify 
Victim Or Police: Blanca 
Modesta Garril Perez, St. 
James, $75, restitution 

$4,815.95, local confinement 
90 days, stay 90 days for one 
year, unsupervised proba-
tion one year, follow all state 
and federal criminal laws, no 
same or similar, pay restitu-
tion

Turning At Intersec-
tions - Right Turn Viola-
tion: Richard Eugene Han-
son, St. James, $130

Driving After Revoca-
tion: Cassandra Aleshea 
Dalton, Rosemount, $280

License Plates Required 
On Front And Rear Of  Ve-
hicle: Matthew Wayne Filip, 
Madelia, $110

Driving Without A Valid 
License For Vehicle Class 
Or Type: Javier Lopez 
Baltazar, St. James, $180

Third-Degree Driving 

While Impaired: Julio 
Samuel Salvador Velas-
quez, St. James, $1,010, 
local confinement 364 days, 
stay 364 days for two years, 
supervised probation two 
years, complete chemical 
assessment, follow recom-
mendations and pay all fees 
incurred, you must sign up 
for this service within 30 
days, sign releases/share re-
sults, attend MADD Impact 
Panel if  deemed appropriate 
by probation, follow recom-
mendations and pay all fees 
incurred, no possession of  
alcohol or drugs or alcohol/
controlled substance use 
with the exception of  pre-
scribed medications, random 
testing at request of  law 
enforcement or probation, 

follow all state and federal 
criminal laws, contact your 
probation officer as directed, 
tell your probation officer 
within 72 hours if  you are 
charged with any new crime, 
if  you change your address, 
employment or telephone 
number or if  you have con-
tact with law enforcement, 
cooperate with the search 
of  your person, residence, 
vehicle, workplace, property 
and things as directed by 
your probation officer

Child Passenger Re-
straint System - Age 4 Or 
Older/Booster Seat/Safety 
Belt: Jesus Eusebio Topete, 
Sioux Falls, $130

Assault In The Fifth 
Degree: Craig Allen Tuck, 
North Mankato, $1,080, local 

confinement 364 days, stay 
362 days for two years, credit 
for time served two days, 
supervised probation two 
years, follow all state and 
federal criminal laws, con-
tact your probation officer 
as directed, tell your proba-
tion officer within 72 hours 
if  you are charged with any 
new crime, if  you change 
your address, employment or 
telephone number, tell your 
probation officer within 
72 hours if  you have con-
tact with law enforcement, 
cooperate with the search 
of  your person, residence, 
vehicle, workplace, property 
and things as directed by 
your probation officer, sign 
releases of  information as 
directed, give a DNA sample 

when directed, do not use or 
possess firearms, ammuni-
tion or explosives, obtain 
permission from agent 
before leaving the state, 
complete cognitive skills 
programming if  deemed 
appropriate by probation, 
sign and abide by proba-
tion agreement, pay local 
correctional fee to county 
of  supervision, complete 
domestic violence program-
ming at the direction of  
your agent, no possession of  
alcohol or drugs or alco-
hol/controlled substance 
use with the exception of  
prescribed medications,with 
the exception of  prescribed 
medications, random testing 
at request of  law enforce-
ment or probation (AI-3)

ECHOES/ Laker 
Invitational a 
success in 1976
F R O M  PA G E  2

Ambulance Service. Two 
trauma instructors from 
Mckennan Hospital made up 
three victims and simulated 
a car accident. 

50 YEARS AGO
Sept. 9, 1976

More than 100 runners 
from 18 schools participated 
in the Laker Invitational 
cross country three-mile 
run. The event has grown 
into one of  the state’s largest 
cross country meets and 
serves as the first school 
athletic contest of  the year. 
Blue Earth won both the 
varsity and junior varsity 
titles, while Rick Brandl of  

Worthington set a record 
with a time of  15:11.

The framework of  the 
Regehr Chevrolet building at 
the corner of  County Road 
1 and Third Avenue is up. 
According to company presi-
dent Harry Regehr, the Stran 
Steel building is being con-
structed by Buhler Construc-
tion of  Butterfield. It will 
include 10,000 square feet of  
working space, including a 
2,000-square-foot showroom, 

and will triple the size of  the 
current shop.

A punishing second quar-
ter ended Fulda’s hopes of  a 
victory Friday night as the 
Lakers scored three touch-
downs on their way to a 46-13 
win.

60 YEARS AGO
Sept. 8, 1966

School enrollment climbed 
above 1,000 this year after 
reaching 994 last year. A to-

tal of  1,011 students enrolled 
Tuesday, just five short of  
the record enrollment of  
1,016 set in 1964-65.

Mt. Lake’s award-winning 
Future Farmers of  America 
chapter returned from the 
state fair with the Premier 
Exhibitors trophy. Chapter 
members earned the honor 
for the 11th time in the 16 
years the traveling trophy 
has been awarded.

Gov. Karl Rolvaag urged 

the Minnesota Railroad and 
Warehouse Commission to 
keep the Chicago and North 
Western Railroad depot in 
Mt. Lake open. The governor 
submitted arguments oppos-
ing the railroad’s request to 
remove its agent from Mt. 
Lake and serve both Mt. 
Lake and Bingham Lake 
from Windom.

Archives
✦

The Observer/Advocate has volumes of the newspaper 
from 1950 to the present at the Citizen Publishing Co.
office in Windom. Anyone is welcome to come in and 
look through them.


